
It is the ancient custom of the Catholic Church that a child coming for Baptism has a godparent who
represents the entire faith community of the Catholic Church.  Does it make any difference who is asked to
be a godparent?  Yes, it does!  People often want to ask their best friends or favorite relative to act as
godparents for their children; they usually do this as a way of honoring someone.  Of course, we all would
like to honor those who are dear to us, but the Baptism of a child may not be the right time to do so.

The role of a godparent is not simply a ceremonial title or social role.  A godparent should be thought of
as the child’s spiritual companion on the journey towards mature faith.  Accepting the invitation to be a
godparent implies your own commitment to practice your faith and to give daily example to adult
Catholic Christian living in our modern world.

When asking yourself, “Can I  be a godparent?,” consider the following from the
Code of Canon Law on Baptism:

 “Insofar as possible, a person to be baptized is to be given a sponsor who assists an adult in Christian initiation
 or together with the parents presents an infant for baptism. A sponsor also helps the baptized person to lead
 a Christian life in keeping with baptism and to fulfill faithfully the obligations inherent in it. [Can. 872]

 There is to be only one male sponsor or one female sponsor or one of each. [Can. 873]

 To be permitted to take on the function of sponsor a person must:
 1.) be designated by the one to be baptized, by the parents or the person who takes their place, or in their
      absence by the pastor or minister and have the aptitude and intention of fulfilling this function;
 2.) have completed the sixteenth year of age, unless the diocesan bishop has established another age,
      or the pastor or minister has granted an exception for a just cause;
 3.) be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist
      and who leads a life of faith in keeping with the function to be taken on;
 4.) not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared;
 5.) not be the father or mother of the one to be baptized. [Can.874 §1] 

 A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community is not to participate
 except together with a Catholic sponsor and then only as a witness of the baptism. [Can.874 §2]”

If you have stopped participating in Mass and rarely receive the sacraments, I invite you to let the
invitation of being a godparent be a real opportunity to grow in the Holy Spirit and in your own faith
commitment.  You could arrange to meet with a priest or deacon, or perhaps with a trusted family member
or friend who does practice the faith, to talk about the state of your faith life as an adult.  If you cannot
bring yourself to a renewed practice of the faith, then by all means be honest enough to politely decline
the invitation to be a godparent at this time. None of this is to suggest that you are not a good and upright
person.  There will surely be other ways you can help this child in his/her life.  However, a teacher of
mathematics may not be a good teacher of English grammar and you may not be the best model of
Catholic Christian faith and practice.

If I can assist you in your discernment of your own readiness to accept the responsibilities of being a
godparent, please call me at 303-469-5171, ext. 110.  May the Lord guide you in deciding whether or not
you can honestly complete and sign the affirmations listed on the Godparent Eligibility Certificate attached
to this letter.

THE ROLE OF GODPARENT AT BAPTISM

*Please return this completed form seven days prior to Baptism.*

Merrilyn Sikora  |  m.sikora@nool.us  |  303-469-5171, ext. 110



NAME OF GODPARENT

NAME OF CHILD TO BE BAPTIZED

To be completed and signed by the Godparent:

As a registered and participating member of        Church,
I affirm that: (Please check all that are true.)

 I sincerely believe in our Lord Jesus Christ and strive to put into practice the Word of God as taught
 by the Catholic Church by attending Mass regularly and receiving the Eucharist.

 I am or will be at least 16 years old at the time of the sacramental celebration at which I wish to
 serve as a godparent.

 I have received the Sacraments of Initiation: (Check all that apply.)
           Baptism                    Eucharist                    Confirmation

 I am not married outside of the Catholic Church, nor am I living in an intimate relationship
 with someone outside of marriage.
 If married:
 Church of Marriage
 City/State of Marriage      Date of Marriage

 I am not the parent of the child whom I have been asked to sponsor at Baptism.

The above is dictated by Canon Law and cannot be changed or waived by the pastor/priest.

I realize and accept the serious responsibility I assume before God and the Church in becoming a
godparent at Baptism.  I promise to support the faith life of this child by my prayers and by the example
of my daily life.  By my signature I attest to the truth of these statements.

Priest or Delegate of Parish:

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, this individual is:
 a registered member of my parish and attends Mass regularly.
 is registered and has told me they come to Mass regularly, but we have no record of attendance.
 is a former parishioner who no longer attends here.
 is not registered, but tell me they attend Mass here.
  and
 is capable of assuming the responsibilities of the role of godparent for Baptism.

Name          Date

*Please return this completed form seven days prior to Baptism.*

name of parish

signature of sponsor date

GODPARENT ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATE FOR BAPTISM

PARISH
SEAL


