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experience and how faith sheds light on this human 
dimension. It turned out to be a very fruitful work. We read 
together a few excerpts from Laborem Excercens, Saint 
JPII’s encyclical about work. Since work is a crucial 
dimension of all our lives, I’d like to share here the 
contribution of this document. 

For Saint JPII, work is meaningful in two dimensions. The 
first one is the “objective side” of work. By that we mean the 
dominion over reality that God entrusts to human beings, as 
a way to responsibly cooperate in his dominion over 
creation. God brings the only corporal creature endowed 
with reason to partake in His divine work of ordering reality 
toward its real meaning: God himself. By the way, this truth 
drives out ecologist ideologies by which man is considered
intrinsically harmful to creation. Back to the “objective side,” 
when the human being responds to God’s call and he/she 
orders reality toward goodness, toward God’s plan for things 
and human beings, this work generates an inner satisfaction 
in the person. It’s not just by chance that God entrusted this 
task to the rational creature, i.e. to the creature that is aware 
of the meaning of reality, of the goals of his/her own actions, 
and of God. Therefore, in order for the person to truly live 
out this first “objective dimension” of work, he/she should 
always ask himself/herself, “How is my work related to 
God’s plan toward creation?” On the other hand, if his/her 
work hinders God’s plan, it will be hard for work itself to be 
meaningful and fulfilling for the person who carries it out.

The second dimension is what Saint JPII names the
“subjective side” of work. Saint JPII deems this one as more 
important than the first one. In fact, work is meaningful 
because of the “subject” who carries it out. The subject is the 
person, the creature endowed by God with reason and will, 
which are applied in work. This reason and will are not 
instantly formed in the person, like it’s instead for the 
angels. Reason and will are called to be formed in the person
through the same application of them. Work, therefore, is 
the way by which a man grows in the exercise of his dignity, 
in the use of his reason and will. Therefore, work is for man, 

FR. EMANUELE
FADINI

Dear Parishioners,

In the past three weeks I 
encouraged the students at 
High School Youth Group to 
reflect about work. Many of 
them worked for a month or 
more during the summertime, 
and some of them have 
temporary jobs throughout 
the school year. I thought it 
was therefore worthwhile to
consider spending some time 
with them reflecting on their

and not man for work. So, as I asked the youth to reflect 
on, I’d like you to reflect on the following question: How, 
through work, did “your dignity increase”? Or, to put it 
simpler: How did you “become more of a human being” 
through the experience of work? Keeping these questions in 
mind is essential to live out this subjective dimension; other-
wise we are just at the mercy of meaningless toil and fatigue 
or vain success that just leaves eventually emptyhanded.

What is the way then to grow in the awareness that work is 
for the person and that our work is meant to be our response 
to God’s call to cooperate with his work of salvation? I 
believe that the liturgy, and precisely the Holy Mass, is the 
way. Why? Because of its sacrificial dimension. During 
Mass, God the Father is implementing his greatest work of 
salvation, that is the sacrifice of his Son, who brings the 
whole of creation back to Himself. The Son gives again, for 
real, his life to the Father for the salvation of all of us. And 
He wants us to partake in this life-giving and life-saving 
work. How? In two ways. 

First, by asking us to bring bread and wine, “fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands,” in order to transform it 
with divine work into life-giving bread, that doesn’t decay. 
So, the work of the baker, along with the work-chain of all 
the parishioners who with the fruit of their work bought the 
bread, all of this is assumed by God as cooperation in His 
work. God brings to perfect completion the human work of 
the baker and of all who contributed, because that bread will 
become more than mere bread and will bring true unperish-
able nourishment to human beings. 

Then, the second way in which God wants us to cooperate in 
his work of salvation during the Holy Mass is that He asks 
us to offer our entire life, following His Son’s life offering. 
This is clearly expressed right after the offertory, when the
priest addresses the faithful with the following words: 

“Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice (of the priest in 
“Persona Christi,” fully identified with Christ) and yours (of 
the faithful) may be acceptable to God the Almighty Father.” 

The response of the faithful recalls then the meaning of 
every work, that is the Glory of God and the goodness of 
humanity, of his people, of his Church: 

“May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the 
praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of 
his Holy Church.”

May we all keep growing in the awareness and the desire 
that with our work we are called to cooperate in God’s 
redeeming work, always.

God bless you all.

Fr Emanuele
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Mass Times

Monday - Friday

7:00am

Saturday

8:00am/4:30pm

Sunday

7:30am/9:30am
11:30am/5:00pm

Confession

Thursday

5:00pm

Saturday

8:30am/3:00pm

Sunday

30 minutes prior
to each mass

Adoration

Thursday

Noon - 6:00pm

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday

7:30am

Saturday/Sunday

7:05am

Location:  
900 W. Midway Blvd
Broomfield, CO 80020

Website:  www.nool.us

Phone: 303-469-5171 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday,
8:00am-5:00pm 

Fax:  303-469-5172 

School:  303-466-4177
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Fr. Michael Carvill, FSCB
m.carvill@nool.us, ext. 114

Associate Pastor
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a.ciaccio@nool.us

Associate Pastor

Fr. Emanuele Fadini, FSCB
e.fadini@nool.us, ext. 166

Deacons

Huan Nguyen
h.nguyen@nool.us

Steve Vallero
s.vallero@nool.us

David Arling
d.arling@nool.us

Sisters: sisters@nool.us

Srs. Marilú, Teresa, & Ariana

Parish Sacristan

Marylou Sivigliano
m.sivigliano@nool.us, ext. 136

Assistant Sacristan

Ron Kaiser

Executive Assistant to the Pastor

Roberta Hebert
r.hebert@nool.us

School Principal

Holly Peterson
h.peterson@nool.us, ext. 141

Business Manager

Kyle Hubbart
k.hubbart@nool.us, ext. 108

Accounting and HR Manager

Carol Sullivan
c.sullivan@nool.us, ext. 109

Accounting Assistants

Suzie Sloan
s.sloan@nool.us, ext. 140

Candy Gritz
c.gritz@nool.us, ext. 140

Director of Music

Dr. Marcia Marchesi
m.marchesi@nool.us, ext. 123

Faith Alive Direct Number

303-731-0425

Director of Faith Alive

Mark Thomason
m.thomason@nool.us, ext. 104

Parish Registrar

Merrilyn Sikora
m.sikora@nool.us, ext. 110

Director of Religious Education

Diane Irby
d.irby@nool.us, ext. 103

Faith Alive Assistant

Tricia Fankell
t.fankell@nool.us, ext. 103

Admin. of Parish Reception & Ops

Jen Kuzik
j.kuzik@nool.us, ext. 100

Admin. Assistants - Front Desk

Lindsay Smith
l.smith@nool.us, ext. 112

Debbie Corrigan
d.corrigan@nool.us, ext. 112

Stewardship Director

Diane Denfeld
d.denfeld@nool.us, ext. 106

Development Director

Ilene DuBey
i.dubey@nool.us, 303-641-3667

IT Specialist

Jim DuBey
j.dubey@nool.us, ext. 115

Facilities Manager

Mike Hebert
m.hebert@nool.us, ext. 122

Past. Associate, Charity & Outreach

Lynne Gallagher
l.gallagher@nool.us, ext. 101

Director of Communications

Jacquie Fankell
j.fankell@nool.us, ext. 135

Communications Associate

Drake Fontana
d.fontana@nool.us, ext. 135

Saturday | 10/19

ROM 4:13, 16-18
LK 12:8-12

Sunday | 10/20

EX 17:8-13
2 TM 3:14-4:2
LK 18:1-8

Monday | 10/21

ROM 4:20-25
LK 12:13-21

Tuesday | 10/22

ROM 5:12, 15B, 
17-19, 20B-21
LK 12:35-38

Wednesday | 10/23

ROM 6:12-18
LK 12:39-48

Thursday | 10/24

ROM 6:19-23
LK 12:49-53

Friday | 10/25

ROM 7:18-25A

LK 12:54-59

Saturday | 10/26

ROM 8:1-11
LK 13:1-9

Sunday | 10/27

SIR 35:12-14, 
16-18
2 TM 4:6-8, 16-18
LK 18:9-14

DAILY READINGS

For all bulletin submi-
ssions, please email us at:

BULLETIN@NOOL.US

The submission deadline is 
every Tuesday at noon. Be 
on the lookout for early
holiday submission times.

BULLETIN INFO

PARISH TIMES

PARISH OFFICE

PARISH STAFF

Nativity's main communication tool

Sign up at nool.us or at 
app.flocknote.com/nool

Visit nool.us for our
interactive bulletin,
latest news, and more.

https://nool.us
http://usccb.org/readings
http://app.flocknote.com/nool
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Myra Aksamit

October 20

Shannon Spinuzzi
Patricia Kegerreis
Genevieve Lane

Bob Johnson

October 27

Sheila Carranco
Wilma Fuller

Cyrene Brozovich
James Brozovich

If you have any prayer re-
quests, please contact Joanne 
Farver for Nativity's prayerline
at joannefarver@comcast.net.

If you're going to the hospital 
and need a visit from a priest 
or deacon, please call the front 
desk at: 303-469-5171

Prayers for the sick and for 
the deceased:

We pray for all who are sick, and 
for our deceased relatives and 
friends that they may speedily 
attain the blessedness of heaven 
and rejoice in the eternal trea-
sure of God’s glory and love.

St. Anthony Mary Claret
October 24

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SACRISTRY LAUNDRY

COLLECTION COUNTERS

PARISH CALENDAR
Saturday | 10/19

8:00am | † Maria and Marian Cwierz by The Wegrzyn Family
4:30pm | † Francis Panfila by The Family

Sunday | 10/20

7:30am | † Al Cameron by Stephanie and Harry Foreman
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am | † Arleigh Dean by The Bottchers
5:00pm | † Lucille Byrum by Karen Hand and Family

Monday | 10/21

7:00am | † Bertha and Bill Kirk by Kathy and Wes

Tuesday | 10/22

7:00am | † Carol Powell by Pat Noyce

Wednesday | 10/23

7:00am | † David Platz by The Sloan Family

Thursday | 10/24

7:00am |    Andres Moreira by The Family

Friday | 10/25

7:00am | † Cathy Riedl by Ron Riedl

Saturday | 10/26

8:00am | † Pat Enockson by Paul Enockson
4:30pm |    Marty Gallagher by Lynne Gallagher

Sunday | 10/27

7:30am |    Jürgen Ulrich by The Solano Family
9:30am | † Kerry Duran by Jim and Virginia Shatto
11:30am | † Don Fisher by Mary C. Baylie
5:00pm |    Brock Starkovich by Elizabeth Nikkel

MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday | 10/20

11:00am | Parishioner's Rosary
3:00pm | CL 
6:00pm | High School Youth

Monday | 10/21

8:00am | Gala Meeting
9:00am | Fr. Gaitley: SGSET
9:30am | Endow
10:30am | SVDP
6:30pm | DC Biblical School
7:00pm | St. Joe's Men Group

Tuesday | 10/22

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
1:00pm | Walking With God
1:00pm | CGS Level I
4:00pm | CGS Level I
4:30pm | RE
5:30pm | SET Training
6:00pm | Venturers
6:30pm | RCIA
6:30pm | Respect Life Ministry
6:30pm | RE
7:30pm | In Ipso (Part 2)

Wednesday | 10/23

5:30am | St. Joe's Men Group
8:00am | Endow
8:00am | CGS Level I
10:00am | CGS Level I/II

10:30am | SVdP
4:00pm | CGS Level II
4:30pm | RE
6:00pm | Stephen Ministry
6:30pm | CL
6:30pm | Mark: Faith Not Fear
7:00pm | Respect Life Denver: 
   Made this Way

Thursday | 10/24

7:15am | Muffins With Mom
9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
5:30pm | Bible Study - Mary
6:00pm | Stephen Min. Train.
6:00pm | Fall Sacrament Prep
7:00pm | Knights of Columbus
7:00pm | Sojourners
7:00pm | Rosary Makers
7:00pm | Marriage prep

Friday | 10/25

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
5:00pm | GS

Saturday | 10/26

7:30am | Pro-Life Rosary
9:00am | Marian Pray Cenacles
9:00am | Spanish Bible Study
9:00am | Italian Class
11:00am | Baptisms
5:30pm | St. Charles Borromeo

If you're interested in getting
involved with any of the 
ministries hosting events 
in the parish, please see the 
information on the Parish Life
board in the gathering area,
visit our website, or connect
directly via Flocknote.

Calendar Disclaimer:

Times in the parish calendar
are subject to change. Sign up
on Flocknote for updates.

If you have any questions
regarding the events above, 
please contact the front desk.

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-anthony-claret/


MUSIC AT NATIVITY:
ST. CHARLES
BORROMEO
SCHUBERT

GERMAN MASS
Franz Schubert's seventh, 
and final Mass, used the 
vernacular text of the 
Mass, rather than the 
usual Latin, which is why 
it later became known as 
the "German Mass."

The Combined Choirs and 
Parish Orchestra will 
provide music for our 
solemn St Charles 
Borromeo Mass, patron 
saint of the order of our 
priests.

Mass Time:

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 26, 2019
AT 4:30PM

Conducted by:

MARCIA MARCHESI
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
CATHOLIC CHURCH

900 W MIDWAY BLVD
BROOMFIELD, CO 80120
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Online Giving

Nativity participates in 
an online giving 
program that serves as 
a consistent, reliable 
means of making your 
offering to our parish.

Questions? Suzie at:  
s.sloan@nool.us

To give online: 

1)  Go to nool.us

2)  Click ‘Donate’ in the
      main menu

3)  Complete the 
      registration

TITHING FAITH ALIVE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Please help us ensure the Blessed Sacrament
is always accompanied. Sign-up to adore at:

nativity.weadorehim.com

Nativity's main communication tool

flocknote.com/nool/adoration

Please join our Adoration Flocknote list for
all of the latest updates and information at:

CHAPEL OF THE THREE PATRONS
Nativity’s Adoration Chapel

"This is the wonderful truth,
my dear friends: the Word,

which became flesh two thousand
years ago is present today in

the Eucharist."

- St. John Paul II

The Chapel of the Three 
Patrons is now open to Non-
scheduled adorers from
2:00-8:00pm, Sunday and 
8:00am - 8:00pm, Monday - 
Wednesday.

Committed adorers are 
urgently needed for the 
following hours:

MON
2:00am

SUN
11:00am
12:00pm
1:00pm

THU
6:00pm
8:00pm

"Modern man listens more 
willingly to witnesses than 
to teachers, and if he does 

listen to teachers, it is 
because they are wittnesses." 

- Pope Saint Paul VI

“Without confidence and 
love, there can be no true 

education. "

- St. Don Bosco 

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRlxthKuWMgHVUkzY9fOBOQ4s4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboub6JOo29c-lyniiUH16X5pI=&ver=3
https://www.nool.us/homilies
https://nativity.weadorehim.com
https://flocknote.com/nool/adoration
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LEGO Club

Thank you for your LEGO donations benefitting all our 
students in LEGO club that started this week! Due to the 
high participation in LEGO club this year, we are still in 
need of more. If you have any that you'd be willing to share, 
please let us know! We'll take full sets or just spare pieces!

FOCUS 11 Vocation Awareness

Our sixth graders were given a wonderful opportunity last 
week to spend the day at Holy Trinity learning about the 
vocations of the church alongside other Catholic school 
students.

Eighth Grade Retreat

Sending a huge thank you to our Nativity community for all 
the prayers for our eighth graders as they went on their 
retreat last week. Our students bonded for three days in 

prayer, reflection and fun and are ready to take on the rest 
of the year together. Huge thanks to Fr. Accu for planning 
and organizing such a wonderful experience for our Knights! 

https://school.nool.us/


RESPECT LIFE

FROM THE COMMUNITY CLICK EACH
FOR MORE

Holy Family High School Open House

MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILIES | October 27

Holy Family HS will hold its annual Open House on 
October 27 from 11:00am – 2:00pm. This is a great day to 
learn about Holy Family’s Catholic College Preparatory 
curriculum and meet the faculty, coaches, and club moder-
ators. Take a tour of our new 34,000 sq. ft. addition that 
includes a new aux gym, fitness center, STEM/robotics lab, 
new classrooms and much more! You may register online at:

holyfamilyhs.com

Respect Life Office: Archdiocese of Denver

MADE THIS WAY | October 23

The Knights of Columbus and Marisol Health present Made
This Way: Authentic Femininity and Masculinity, a talk 
that will be hosted here at Nativity on October 23 from
6:30-8:30pm. This event on transcending the established 
norms of our culture is suitable for adults and teens. For 
more information please visit:

respectlifedenver.org

WOMEN’S GUILD

NATIVITY CRAFT FAIR | November 9-10

The Nativity Craft Fair will be November 9 from 8:30am - 
4:30pm and November 10 from 8:30am - 2:00pm. 
Donations of new, handcrafted items may be delivered to 
the lower lobby receptionist desk area. Volunteers are 
needed to greet and help at the Women’s Guild table and to 
help with clean-up at 2:30pm on Sunday. Please call Nicki 
Battista at 303-469-0670 or Merrilyn Sikora at 
303-469-5171 x110 for more information.

THANK YOU TO ALL PARISHIONERS

Profits from the Women’s Guild Craft Fair not only support 
our many committees, but also are used to purchase needed 
items for the church and other parish needs. In recent years, 
our profits were used for floral arrangements on special 
occasions, tabernacle for rectory chapel, a new altar cloth, 
an intinction cup, a Ugandan student education sponsor-
ship, special rosaries for prison ministry, and a Mass kit for 
use outside the church. Your support of our Craft Fair is very 
important and deeply appreciated by the Women’s Guild.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

FALL 40 DAYS for LIFE | September 25 - November 3

Tuesdays | Join us to pray at the Boulder abortion clinic, 
where late term abortions are performed. We carpool from 
Nativity, leaving at 8:00am. We can certainly pray at home 
or in church, but God has called us to be disciples, witnesses 
to our faith and to the truth of life.

For more information about 40 Days for Life go to:

40daysforlife.com

SISTERS of LIFE

A wonderful resource for college students, for crisis 
pregnancy help, retreats, and help in healing after an 
abortion is the Sisters of Life. For more information, visit:

sistersoflife.org

BOULDER PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER

Boulder Pregnancy Resource Center opened in July. They 
offer free ultrasounds, counseling, and help of all kinds to 
those pregnant mothers in need. For more info, visit:

boulderpregnancyresourcecenter.com

For more resources, visit:

nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life

If you have any questions please contact:

Eloise Georgen: 303-469-8156; eegptg@msn.com
Carrie Kudrna: 720-261-7622; ckudrna@ctpower.com
Janet Carpenter: 720-939-7192; janetacarpenter@comcast.net

HOPE CORNER

NEXT HOPE CORNER MEETING | November 4

The Hope Corner is a free mental health ministry committed 
to instilling hope and reducing stigma. It provides stress
management and wellness tips, screenings, information, 
support, encouragement, faith and community-based 
resources. The next Hope Corner will be on November 4 
from 5:30-7:30pm. Please call 303-907-6499 to set up an 
appointment time. Everyone is welcome whether you have a 
question, would like a screening, wellness coaching, or have 
a family member with a mental health concern. 

Contact Becky Kusick, MA, LPC, CPSII at 303-907-6499 or 
at hopecornerministry@gmail.com for more information. 
If you are having a mental health crisis, please call Colorado 
Crisis Services at 844-493-8255 or text “TALK” to 38255.

https://www.nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life?rq=respect
http://holyfamilyhs.com
http://respectlifedenver.org


NATIVITY BLOOD DRIVECLICK HERE
FOR MORESt. VINCENT de PAUL

DONATED CAR NEEDED

SVdP is in desparate need of a donated car for a single 
woman. If you are able to help please contact Lynne
Gallagher at 303-469-5171 x101. Thank you.

The Illusion of Control 

“You do not know what will happen tomorrow.” - James 4:14 

Whether you are anywhere from 8-100 years old you often 
find yourself making plans for the future. We all feel without 
a road map we will not get anywhere. We must remember 
our fate does not rest in our own hands. God holds all things 
in His loving hands. We can trust the road map that He has 
planned for each of us.

When Vincent asked a young widow, Luisa de Marillac, to 
help him with his charity after four years of him educating 
her before sending her out he said, “Follow them, don’t try to 
go before them.”

Sometimes it is beneficial to encourage people to think they 
are in control. Control is a perception and we need to 
approach it as such. The key here is to be objective when 
thinking about how much control you have over a situation.
Vincent encourages us to allow Christ and His gospel to help 
us enlighten the situations that the people we are helping 
are going through.

Thank you for helping us walk the path of those in need. 
Please join us at our next meeting on Monday, October 28 
at 6:30pm, at the church.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORESTEPHEN MINISTRY

STEPHEN MINISTER TRAINING UPDATE | Week 7

Assertiveness: Relating Gently and Firmly, Part 1:

Frequently “assertiveness” is confused with being 
“aggressive” or acting in a hostile or defensive manner. In 
fact, assertiveness is about communicating our positions and
needs to others in respectful ways. An essential skill for 
healthy communication, and therefore healthy relationships, 
assertiveness is something we all need to practice and 
develop over time.

In these next two sessions trainees will practice and discuss 
the principles and skills presented in the book, Speaking the 
Truth in Love: How to Be an Assertive Christian. This book 
uses Jesus as a model for relating to others gently and firmly.

Please continue to pray for your Stephen Ministers-in-
training as they grow in their ability to provide caring 
ministry on behalf of our parish. For more information on 
Stephen Ministry or to request a Stephen Minister, please 
call 303-469-5171 x113 or check us out on Flocknote:

app.flocknote.com/nool/SM

TRUNK or TREAT | October 31

The Knights of Columbus will host a Trunk Or Treat event 
on Halloween night from 5:00-7:00pm in the parish parking 
lot. Cars from the Holy Rollers car show will be on hand 
along with a Broomfield police cruiser and a Metro North 
fire engine. All Nativity kids and their parents are welcome 
to trick or treat from car to car in a safe, family-friendly 
environment. We hope to see you there! 

INTO the BREACH | November 9

The Knights of Columbus are offering a Retreat at Mother 
Cabrini Shrine on November 9 starting at 9:00am. Dcn. 
Steve Vallero will facilitate a day of reflection on the 
Apostolic Exhortation to Catholic Men Into the Breach by 
Bishop Thomas J. Olmsted of the Diocese of Phoenix. This 
Exhortation is a challenge to men to answer three questions. 
What does it mean to be a Christian man?  How does a 
Catholic man love? Why is fatherhood, fully understood, so 
crucial for every man? Come and be a part of this day of 
retreat and reflection. Online registration will open soon.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

NOVEMBER BLOOD DRIVE | November 17

The Vitalant Blood Drive will be held in Weibel Hall. 
Walk-ins are always welcome. For more information or to 
schedule an appointment please contact the Appointment 
Center at 303-363-2300 or schedule on-line, and use blood 
drive code 4934 at:

donors.vitalant.org

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

http://svdpden.org
http://stephenministries.org
https://intothebreach.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/INTO-THE-BREACH-ROMAN-CATHOLIC-DIOCESE-OF-PHOENIX.pdf
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tells us that: “As they went, they were made clean” (v. 14). 
They were healed by going up to Jerusalem, that is, while 
walking uphill. On the journey of life, purification takes 
place along the way, a way that is often uphill since it leads 
to the heights. Faith calls for journey, a “going out” from 
ourselves, and it can work wonders if we abandon our 
comforting certainties, if we leave our safe harbours and our 
cosy nests. Faith increases by giving, and grows by taking 
risks. Faith advances when we make our way equipped with 
trust in God. Faith advances with humble and practical 
steps, like the steps of the lepers or those of Naaman who 
went down to bathe in the river Jordan (cf. 2 Kings 5:14-17). 
The same is true for us. We advance in faith by showing 
humble and practical love, exercising patience each day, and 
praying constantly to Jesus as we keep pressing forward on 
our way.

There is a further interesting aspect to the journey of the 
lepers: they move together. The Gospel tells us that, “as they 
went, they were made clean” (v. 14). The verbs are in the 
plural. Faith means also walking together, never alone. Once 
healed, however, nine of them go off on their own way, and 
only one turns back to offer thanks. Jesus then expresses his 
astonishment: “The others, where are they?” (v. 17). It is as if 
he asks the only one who returned to account for the other 
nine. It is the task of us, who celebrate the Eucharist as an 
act of thanksgiving, to take care of those who have stopped 
walking, those who have lost their way. We are called to be 
guardians of our distant brothers and sisters, all of us! We 
are to intercede for them; we are responsible for them, to 
account for them, to keep them close to heart. Do you want 
to grow in faith? You, who are here today, do you want to 
grow in faith? Then take care of a distant brother, a faraway 
sister.

To cry out. To walk. And to give thanks. This is the final step. 
Only to the one who thanked him did Jesus say: “Your faith 
has saved you” (v. 19). It made you both safe, and sound. We 
see from this that the ultimate goal is not health or wellness, 
but the encounter with Jesus. Salvation is not drinking a 
glass of water to keep fit; it is going to the source, which is 
Jesus. He alone frees us from evil and heals our hearts. Only 
an encounter with him can save, can make life full and 
beautiful. Whenever we meet Jesus, the word “thanks” 
comes immediately to our lips, because we have discovered 
the most important thing in life, which is not to receive a 
grace or resolve a problem, but to embrace the Lord of life. 
And this is the most important thing in life: to embrace the 
Lord of life.
...

To read the complete Homily, please visit:

w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies

 
kept apart (cf. Lev 13:46). We see that when they approach 
Jesus, they “kept their distance” (Lk 17:12). Even though 
their condition kept them apart, the Gospel tells us that they 
“called out” (v. 13) and pleaded with Jesus. They did not let 
themselves be paralyzed because they were shunned by 
society; they cried out to God, who excludes no one. We see 
how distances are shortened, how loneliness is overcome: by 
not closing in on ourselves and our own problems, by not 
thinking about how others judge us, but rather by crying out 
to the Lord, for the Lord hears the cry of those who find 
themselves alone.

Like those lepers, we too need healing, each one of us. We 
need to be healed of our lack of confidence in ourselves, in 
life, in the future; we need to be healed of our fears and the 
vices that enslave us, of our introversion, our addictions and 
our attachment to games, money, television, mobile phones, 
to what other people think. The Lord sets our hearts free and 
heals them if only we ask him, only if we say to him: “Lord, I 
believe you can heal me. Dear Jesus, heal me from being 
caught up in myself. Free me from evil and fear”. The lepers 
are the first people, in this Gospel, who called on the name
of Jesus. Later, a blind man and a crucified thief would do 
so: all of them needy people calling on the name of Jesus, 
which means: “God saves”. They call God by name, directly 
and spontaneously. To call someone by name is a sign of 
confidence, and it pleases the Lord. That is how faith grows, 
through confident, trusting prayer. Prayer in which we bring 
to Jesus who we really are, with open hearts, without 
attempting to mask our sufferings. Each day, let us invoke 
with confidence the name of Jesus: “God saves”. Let us 
repeat it: that is prayer, to say “Jesus“ is to pray. And prayer 
is essential! Indeed, prayer is the door of faith; prayer is 
medicine for the heart.

The second word is to walk. It is the second stage. In today’s 
brief Gospel, there are several verbs of motion. It is quite 
striking is that the lepers are not healed as they stand before 
Jesus; it is only afterwards, as they were walking. The Gospel

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS 
POPE FRANCIS

St Peter's Square | Sunday, 13 October 2019

“Your faith has saved you” (Lk 17:19). This is the climax of 
today’s Gospel, which reflects the journey of faith. There are 
three steps in this journey of faith. We see them in the 
actions of the lepers whom Jesus heals. They cry out, they 
walk and they give thanks.

First, they cry out. The lepers were in a dreadful situation, 
not only because of a disease that, widespread even today, 
needs to be battled with unremitting effort, but also because 
of their exclusion from society. At the time of Jesus, lepers 
were considered unclean and, as such, had to be isolated and

http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
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